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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJRCT:  List of Selected Historical Records of OBI and predecessor
BID/ORR, 1953-56

1. As of August 1955, vhen the DD/: Zscords Managewent Staff
last made a somprehendive survey of the currsnt znd ronechrrent
veeords of CIA's office for the NIS program (BID/ORR, es it was
then called; OBI, as it is now called), the records of this activity
totalled some L9 cifferent and separstsely orgenized files (or "series,®
88 they sre called by the records-management people),

2. Most of these WIS files antedate 1953, when tho Historical
Staff's current imterest begins. (Mamy, in fact, go back to the
beginnings of the KIS program in ORE, sbout 1547-50.) Of this totd,
some 25 series have been selectsd by me as those moat likely %o con-
t-?&n useful historicsl evidence for the 195356 history--usaful from

ome or mere of several points of view, e,z.: usefsl becsuss of the

types of basic documenta it comtainsy useful becauss of the compre-
hansive nature of a ziven flle; useful because of the particelar
way in which a given file it orgenised and/or indaxed; or wseful
because it {llustrates how, ia wraciice, the EIS program wes actually
sarried out sa an extansive inter-sgency enterprise.

3. Dw listing below is based entirely on the 2M Staff's survey,
that 19, on its "decords Contrel Schedule® for OBI, dated August 1955,
Secret (on Iile in the RM S%af¥), which I examined today., In other
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words, it is not based on our first-hand inspection af‘ the flles
theuselves, (That next step can be dome, when and 5 necessary,
after we get proper clearance with UBI and after we have sslected
mors precisely those aspects of 08I's history thet we will be
actively concerned with,) Nor does the listing iadiaatc which
records mey bW now {almost two years later) have besn destroyed,
or re-filed, or transferred to soms other office, or retired to
the Ik Records Center, The listiag nevertheless does provide, it
is hoped, an imsediste, preliminary hiblisgraphical introduction to
the bistory of OBI between 1953 and 1956, Occssional parentbetical
commwnts have been added, below, in order o call attention informally
%o the special mmrs.m vslue of this or that file, and to suggest
soms of ihs prectioable short-cuts that might be followed in using
this or that file for historical-invesiigetion purposes,
he Esch seriss entry bDelow indicates, in gonerall
1. How a file i» commonly known (that is, ite title);
this is useful especislly {a) for borrowing specific
files from OBI, and (b) for citing them later in our
fooknotes)

2, Wather thes file covers all or only a part of the peried
1953563 |

3, How dlky {or mmall) the file is;

bs What kinds of typlcal documents 1t centains, and what
gemral subjects or intelligence procsdumres it deals
withy

%, How the file is orgsaized, and whether it is indexed
{that 1s, what short-cuts can be profitebly pursued in

our resesrchls
&, Wasther the file is in of belng destroyed as &
*{enporary® or “mon-rscord® file, before we have had

& chance %o use 1%,
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$e ks & caution to whoever will be using this listing es &
bikliographical introduction to OBI's history, there are certain
other major parellel groups of rmerds {outside O51} which bear
significantly on the history of the HI5 progrem during the period
1953-56. These other non-OBI record groups are separately listed,
sslectively, in five other Historical Staff memoranda, az follows:

1. List of Selected Eistoricsl Becords of OCHR g
1953-58 {memo of April 25, 1957, Secvet); —

2. st of Selscted Historicsl Recerds of z 2 1953.55
{memo of 11 April 1557, Secret);

3. List of Selected Historiecal Records of G/ICI, 195356
{memo of 12 April 1957, Secret)s

e ‘ -'i‘ th respect to those files mhting ta His "
m ﬂﬂ; FIS Ggssttesr matters, snd the HIS chapter
on tepographic, geographic, and mepping matters,

$e List of Selecied Historicsl Records in the Cgordingtien
Apan, ORR, 195356 (meao of 29 Aprid 1957, See:

Because of the "echeloning” of CIA's administrative organisation and
{4n twrn) the laywred echeloning of its record-keeping, these other
higher and parallel schelons of records (outlined zbove} may, in
some ceses, contsin highly sigmiffeant historical evidence that is
mot necessirily to be foumd 1:: OBI's own records, described below,

In any cese, same of these other records may be better organized,
for our parposes. |
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